en British India. After 1857 Canning, on his own
admission, adopted the policy of making them the in-
struments of British Imperialism.
The quasi-independence of the Indian States had
practically disappeared during the last 80 years. The
recent merger was the latest culmination of this
policy.
On the other hand, steps were being taken to wean
the Princes away from an association with British
India lest they might increase national power. About
the time of the Round Table Conferences the doctrine
of their sovereignty was raised into a psychological
barrier against such an association. The barrier was
raised only against British India without in any
manner improving their position vis-a-vis the Para-
mount Power.
Later the Princes were encouraged and helped in
suppressing popular movements in their States. Bet-
ween 1937-39 more than one attempt on the part of
an Indian Prince to come to an understanding with
the popular movement in his State, was either
thwarted or prohibited by the Political Department.
One of the contributory causes of the success of
this policy, it must be admitted, had been the demand
of the extreme section of the Congress and Ptaja
Mandate to eliminate the dynastic rule or to deprive
the rulers of their power completely. This drove
many of the Indian Princes into the arms of the Bri-
tish policy in the defence of their dynastic rule.
As a bye-product of the same policy, an economic
programme was devised so as to throw the demand
for political freedom into shade. Vast plans were being:
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